.. Synopsis
Focusing on the U.S. Medicare program and four European public health care systems, researchers examined how governments' decisions on prescription medications that are eligible for reimbursement affect patients' access to new cancer treatments. More drugs are approved and available in the United States, but Medicare does not take into account new medications' costeffectiveness relative to existing therapies. In contrast, the evidence-based approaches used in Europe lead to fewer approved drugs but also to lower costs for patients and insurers. • In the U.S., there were no official delays between drug approval and Medicare's decision to reimburse. In England and Wales, it took an average of eight months for drugs to be reviewed, during which time they were not included among covered benefits. In the Netherlands, drug reimbursement decisions took an average of six months, while in France they took an average of 12 months.
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